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THe Army THE TERRITORIAL SCHEME. 


With regard to the propositions put before the 
Council at the last meeting, and to be discussed at 
the next one, 7.e.: 

(1) The Reserve of Veterinary Officers for War. 

(2) The formation of the Veterinary Service of 
the Territorial Forces. 

It would be well perhaps to explain some funda- 
mental points to the profession. 

(1) The Reserve of Officers we may accept as at 
present proposed. The terms are liberal, and are 
identical with those offered to all other branches. 
This means that we are accepted in a position of 
full equality with both combatant and departmental 
officers. Before this there was always some special 
disability attached to the veterinary officer. 

(2) The Territorial Service exists only on paper. 
The profession has been asked by the Secretary of 
State for War to formulate its requirements, and it 
would be well if we backed up the Director-General 
in this matter, and urged the creation of the Field 
Hospitals, which he explained were essential to 
success, t.¢c., 14 Field Veterinary Hospitals, one for 
each Division. For each Hospital a subordinate 
staff is required, and this the Director-General ex- 
plained could be arranged through the professional 
Colleges. 

It would follow that an administrative Veterinary 
Oiticer and a Subordinate Veterinary Officer would 
be required for each Division as permanent staff, 
charged with the training of the Territorial Veteri- 
nary Officers, and the organisation of the Veteri- 
narv Service. 

The Administrative Veterinary Officer would, in 
tbe first instance, be preferably a retired officer of 
the Army Veterinary Service, later ou these posts 
would naturally fall to the trained Territorial Officer. 

The pay of the Administrative Veterinary Officer 
for the duties indicated above should, we submit, be 
£150 per annum, as he would be required to devote 
to these duties a considerable amount of time. 


Fees CHARGES. 


The members of the North of Ireland V.M.A. are 
Initiating an attempt to arrive at a uniformity of 
fees for tuberculin testing in their part of the coun- 
try. Not very much can be said of the matter at 
present, as all that is definitely settled is that the 
attempt shall be made, and that, as a first step, the 
ollicers of the Society shall draw up a provisional 
scale of fees for discussion by the members. We 
may note, however, two hopeful signs— in the first 
place, no scale of fees is to be fixed hastily, and 
secondly, the originators of the movement evidently 
fully realise that they are undertaking a task of con- 
siderable difficulty. It will be both interesting and 
instructive to watch the result. 


Of course u complete uniformity of veterinary fees 
and charges is an absolutely unattainable ideal— we 
all recognise that. It is possible, however, that our 
recognition of the hopelessness of even approaching 
a general uniformity may lead us to neglect oppor- 
tunities of lessening, in some degree at least, the 
present disastrous “undercutting.” Jt certainly 
seems that the fees for some special veterinary 
services might be made much more uniform than is 
now the case. The examination of horses for 
soundness is one of these services, and testing with 
tuberculin is another. It will be very difficult to 
establish even an approximate scale of fees for 
either, but the endeavour to do so is well worth 
making, and we in England shall follow this Irish 
movement with interest. 

If the North of Ireland V.M.A_ suceeed in fornmm- 
lating a scale of fees which proves workable, there is 
no reason why the same thing should not be done 
in England. Indeed, this particular question of the 
fees for tuberculin testing might well be brought 
before some at least of our English Associations at 
any time. It would be less difficult to fix upon a 
minimum scale of fees for a comparatively small 
locality than to establish one throughout the 
kingdom. 


THE VETERINARY SuRGEONS BIL. 


We commend the utterances of Mr. Garnett to 
the Western Counties V.M.A., which appear on 
another page, to our readers. Mr. Garnett carried 
the meeting with him, and it may he hoped that 
his words will have a wider influence, and do some- 
thing to dispel the misapprehensions that have 
arisen in some quarters regarding the projected 
Bill. Most of the objections we have heard are 
based upon misapprehensions, and disappear when 
the intentions of the Council are explained by a 
man who really understands the subject. This is 
by no means the first time that Mr. Garnett has 
travelled a long distance in order to explain the 
purport of the Bill, and the profession should be 
grateful to him. 


Two remarks in the course of the discussion at the 
Western Counties meeting are practjcal, and should be 
noted by other Societies of the same way of thinking. 
Mr. P. G. Bond said: “I notice that Chambers of Agri- 
enlture are writing to Members of Parliament in cppo- 
sition to the Bill: we shonld do the same and give our 
reasons in favour of it. If we don’t strive to educate 
onr Members of Parliament how are they to know the 
rights or wrongs! A circular letter should be sent. to 
every Member of Parliament at once ; otherwise they 
may be inclined to believe the first tale that is told 
them.” And Mr. Whitemore suggested that Chambers 
of Agriculture should be similarly enlightened, 
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THE NINTH INTERNATIONAL 
VETERINARY CONGRESS. 


I shall be greatly obliged if you will allow me to 
use your columns to intimate that a meeting will be 
held at 10 Red Lion Square on Friday, 10th April, 
at 12 o'clock, to form a National Committee in con- 
nection with the above Congress, which will be held. 
at The Hague in September, 1909. All members of | 
the profession who are interested are cordially in- | 


vited to attend.—Yours faithfully, 
J. M‘FapyEan. 


3lst March, 1908. 
To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 25th annual meeting was held at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday, March 26th, when 
the President (Mr. John Dunstan, of Liskeard) occupied 
the chair ; others present included Messrs. Wm Ascott, 
Bideford ; W.H. Bloye and P. G. Bond, Plymouth ; 
E. W. Bovett, Bridgwater; R. J. Collings and Wm. 
Roach, Exeter ; H. W. Davie, Crediton; A. J. Down, 
Sampford Peverell ; F. W. Garnett, Windermere ; C. H. 
Golledge, Sherborne, C. C. Parsons, Launceston ; Percy 
Penhale, Barnstaple; R. E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; 
Wm. Penhale, Holsworthy ; W. P. Stableforth, Colyton; 
E. J. Thorbarn, Okehampton ; C. E. Turvill, Ilminster; 
H. E. Whitemore, Langport; and W. Wintle, Col- 
lumpton. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Sir 
John M*‘Fadyean, Prof. Hobday, Messrs. T. Baker, 
J.C. Collings, G.H. Elder, G. H. Gibbings, W. G. 
Gillam, Wm. Hunting, F. H. Kidd, T. Olver, C. E. 
Perry, and J. Toms. 

Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act.—With reference 
to the fees paid to veterinary surgeons under this Act by 
the Devon County Council, the Hon. Secretary read a 
letter from the Clerk to that body, in which he said 
“The Executive Committee have appointed a Sub-com- 
mittee to confer with your Association, and I will let 
you know as soon as the date of their meeting has been 
fixed.” It was resolved that Messrs. W. H. Bloye, John 
Dunstan, and Wm. Penhale, of Barnstaple (with the 
Hon. Sec. as ex-officio) be deputed to meet the sub- 
committee. 

Royal Sanitary Institute.—Notice of the Congress 
to be held at Cardiff in July next having been read, it 
was resolved to ask Messrs. W. G. Gillam and ©. E. 
Perry to attend as delegates from this Association. 

Royal Institute of Public Health.—Notice of the 
Buxton Congress was also produced and read. 

The Hon. TREASURER (Mr. Bond) presented the annual 
balance sheet which showed that the Association was 
in a very satisfactory financial position, and on the 
motion of Mr. Wm. Penhale, seconded by Mr. Golledge, 
the same was approved and adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. W. GraHam of Minehead, was unani- 
mously elected President for the ensuing year. 

Vice Presidents.—- Messrs. Joun Dunstan, A. J. Down 
C. H. GoLLepeGr, and H. E. Wurremore. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Mr. P. G. Bonn was re-elected. 

Hon. Sec.—Mr. Wa. Ascort was re-elected with best 


The PrEstpENT: Mr. Garnett is present for the pur- 
pose of addressing us on the the principles of the pro- 
posed new Bill; unfortunately we have recently had a 
lot of unpleasant feeling introduced into the subject, 
and as the Council want a general expression of opinion 
from the profession we are very pleased to welcome 
Mr. Garnett as one of the prime movers in the matter. 


THE PROPOSED 
VETERINARY SURGEONS BILL. 


Mr. F. W. Garnett, F.R.C.V.S., Windermere. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I don’t think I need 
go into the origin of the discussion on this subject; | 
am afraid Mr. Dollar must be a little bashful, otherwise 


/he would have told us more of his attendances at the 


Council ; the year after his presidency he attended only 
four out of thirteen meetings of the Council, and one out 
of twenty-two Committee meetings ; since then his 
attendances have become gradually less until they are 
reduced to nothing. It is most unfair for any man to 
take such a position and neglect it in the way he has 
done. Mr. Dollar’s presence at the proper time may 
have been invaluable and none would have welcomed 
his assistance more than myself. 

Let us briefly consider the present position of the 
Rill. IT may say it has been sent to the Privy Council 
with a view to its being introduced into Parliament as 
a Private Member’s Bill, because our present Bill of 
1881 was in the first place introduced by them, and 
through them we have since always acted. The Bill is 
now before the Privy Council to get their opinion on it ; 
[anticipate it will not be appréved in its entirety, but 
will be sent back to our Council with suggested amend- 
inents, and I feel sure the Council will do all they can 
to comply with the suggestions of the Privy Council, for 
we shonld stand very little chance of getting it through 
asa Private Bill. It is therefore now very much like 
discussing a half finished article ; discussion is of course 
proper, but personally I think it would hve been better 
sooner. Of this you may be quite sure, the Council 
have only one interest to serve and that is the best 
interest of the profession. 

Coming to the Bill, I daresay you will all have noticed 
that four principles are involved— 

1. To give the Council disciplinary powers over persons 
registered as Existing Practitioners under Section 15 cf 
14 Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 

2. T. enable the Council to receive from members of 
College, practising in the United Kingdom, an annual 
registration fee of one guinea. 

3. To extend the penalties against an unqualifed 
person to any such person practising for fee or reward. 

4. To render companies liable to the same penalties as 
individuals, 

These four principles have a very important bearing 
npon the future of the veterinary profession. 

With regard to the first: Probably you all know that 
up to last year your Council had always exercised the 
powers over the Registered Practitioner now applied fo", 
but last year on the application of Mr. Cook, the Privy 
Council decided that Registered Practitioners did not 
come under our Bye-laws, and at the same time Counsel 
expressed the opinion that they are not entitled to ¢a 
themselves veterinary surgeons. f we register them 
and give them to understand they may call themselves 
veterinary surgeon: it is also imperative that they sh 
come under our control. , 

(2). Tne payment of an annual fee. This questio? 
has been discussed acutely during the past two years a0 
less acutely for four years. Mr. Trigger was the first to 
introdnce the proposition. It is a matter on which the 
Council wanted to be led by the profession, 


thanks of the Association for past services, 


purposely refrained from expressing an opinion ; 
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vote was taken by the Council but for that purpose the 
whole of the profession was circularised ; to that 


circular 1,288 responded in favour of one guinea per 


annum, 55 in favour of half-a-guinea and 386 in 
opposition. There can be no gainsaying that this 
majority of four to one was the answer to a simple 
question put in an unbiassed manner. The crux of the 
roblem is: Can we allow it to be a voluntary fee ? 

ould it be fair to the rest? To my mind, No. The 
good men would pay in any case, and in Scotland 90 per 
cent. would pay if made voluntary, but we should not 
be doing justice to them if we allowed the remaining 
10 per cent. to share the same privileges without con- 
tributing toward the cost ; it is an absurdity to think 
of a voluntary fee. 

The next thing to discuss is how this fee shall be 
collected. We have two precedents for the remeval or 
omission of the name from the Register, viz., the 
Apothecaries (under section 20 chap. 55 George ITI.) and 
the Solicitors ; the latter is practically the same, but is 
in the nature of a licence paid to the Government and 
not a fee paid to the Incorporated Law Society ; in 
London this fee is from £9 and in the country, £6. In 
their case they are not even asked for it, if not 

unctually paid they are not allowed to practise, but 
immediately the fee is paid they are re-instated and are 
at liberty to go on as before. 

The question has arisen as to which is the least onerous 
way of exacting this fee ; to my mind the way chosen is 
the least objectionable, because the least public ; if a 
man’s name be left off the Register neither his clients or 
the public will know it, and he can at any time be 
re-instated by payment, and the Registrar’s receipt is 
sufficient authority for him to continue his practice. The 
other way—through the medium of the County Court 
—would through the publicity of the procedure at once 
let everyone know. Which, in your opinion, would be 
the least onerous to the individual? IL cannot help 
thinking that the first course would be so. The Council 
wishes to make it as light at possible but must take 
some action to enforce payment. 

(3) This principle is the one causing such a wild stir 
among the quacks and patent medicine vendors ; our 
Act of 1881 starts with these words :—* Whereas it is 


expedient that provision be made to enable persons| p 


requiring the aid of a veterinary surgeon for the cure or 
prevention of diseases in or injuries to horses and other 
animals to distinguish between qualified and unqualified 
practitioners.” If it was necessary in those days to 
make such provision, surely we need extended powers at 
the present time, because the public know now less than 
they did in 1881 who are properly qualified or not. 
Quacks call themselves all manner of misleading names 
and titles, such as Canine Specialist, and (most insidions 
of all), Comparative Pathologist, in order to gull the 
public that they are able to act and are as well qualified 
to cure and treat animal disease as the properly 
apr veterinary surgeon. Our object is to benefit 
the veterinary surgeon and the public as well, by making 
this as distinct as possible. Mr. Dollar objects to 
clause 4, but I go very strongly for it because it extends 
our powers considerably, and { sincerely hope we shall 
carry itthrough. Mr. Dollar also objects to the drafting 
of the Bill. may say at once that the Council had 
nothing whatever to do with this, it being a matter for 
rristers and not for laymen ; if after we have supplied 
them with the principles, we cannot trust them to give 
Us the correct interpretation better than we can trust 
t. Dollar, it is very extraordinary. I think the way 
r. Dollar has attacked this part of the work is lament- 
able ; had he confined his criticisms to the Bill he may 
ave been somewhat justified. 
Pn The last Clause, “Anything that would be an 
puence under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Acts if committed 
Y an individual shall be an offence if committed by a 


comp ny,” is very short but very far reaching, and must 
benefit us considerably ; I think it one of the clauses 
that should certainly be included in any Act of 
Parliament. 

_ The Highland Society and various Agricultural Asso- 
ciations are strongly objecting to clause 4; they think 
we are going to take all the work out of the castrators’ 
hands. This is far from our idea. If the Bill goes 
through in its present form the Council would have 
power todo so certainly, but I don’t for one moment 
suppose that as long as the castrator confines himself to 
his legitimate business, and does not prescribe for or 
treat animals, he will be interfered with any more than 
the solicitors interfere with those land agents who in the 
course of their business draw up leases, agreements, ete. 
We want it so arranged that no one can practise the art 
and seience of veterinary surgery unless he is properly 
qualified, and if we obtain this Act the Council can 
certainly be trusted to administer it with discretion. 

In conclusion I should like to say just one werd as to 
our political situation. If Mr. Dollar wishes to justify 
his actions there is now a grand opportunity for him to 
do so; of the eight retiring members seven are in favour 
of the Bill and one opposed. | suggest that Mr. Dollar 
also retires and gets seven others to stand with him 
against those in favour, we should then know the opinion 
of the profession on the four great principles—-there are 
only four—-and I for one shall be quite prepared to fight 
the next election on it. 

The Presipent: Gentlemen, | think you will agree 
with me that we have had a most interesting and in- 
structive address which has thrown great light upon the 
intentions of the drafters of the Bill. [t is always well 
to get such information before jumping to conclusions. 
We discussed the measure at our last meeting, when, 
although we were in favour of it, we were not quite all 
agreed as to the amount of the fee or how it was to be 
enforced. One often hears it said “ ry bee we do col- 
lect £3,000 or £4,000 a year what will become of it?” 
[ venture to say there are plenty of legitimate ways of 
spending money for the benetit of the profession. We 
must remember that the Council consists of men who 
devote considerable time and money tothe work. Their 
out-of-pocket expenses alone are heavy, and they get no 
ay. The election of the Council is in our own hands, 
if we don’t like those who are now on it, we can turn 
them ont and elect a fresh lot, but I venture to say that 
if the whole Council was disbanded and the present 
members stood for re-election most of them would ge 
back. One of the great objections that is being made by 
outsiders is that under this proposed Bill it will no 
longer be possible for a farmer to employ one of the farm 
hands to do the castrating, to take off a lamb’s tail or to 
perform any of the minor operations necessary on a farm. 
I am quite sure it is not the intention of the Council to 
stop the legitimate castrator, at avy rate. Probably none 
of us desire to put in about six weeks or so every year 
doing nothing else but castrating. The quack medicine 
man is more rife to-day than 20 years ago ; there are 
many practising who have absolutely no pretence to any 
qualification ; they get hold of an old book of prescrip- 
tions and work for very low fees, although I have seen 
some accounts sent in by them for bigger sums than I 
shonid have thought possible. ; 

If we look at section 4 we find very little alteration 
from a similar clause in our present act ; the words 
“who acts for fee or reward as a veterinary surgeon, 
which have been added, is the bugbear which all the 
farmers are fighting against, but after having heard Mr. 
Garnett’s address we must all support it strongly. 

With regard to the fee there ought not to be two 
opinions ; one guinea is certainly not too much, If we 
cannot spare this amount for our own benefit it is cer- 
tainly a very bad state of affairs. If we are to do any- 


thing we must have money behind us. Look at the pre- 
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sent Milk Bill for instance ; this is a measure we should 
like to see transferred from the control of the Local 
Government Board to the Board of Agriculture, but 
without money we are powerless to do ot We 
country practitioners should derive very little benefit 
from a big library and museum, I gather however that 
the Council do not intend to spend a large sum on this, 
but if we had the room they would gradually grow. We 
all agree that we must have central oftices ; we may as 
well have something worth looking at and in which our 
work can be carried on comfortably. I shall be glad to 
hear the opinion of every one present. 

Mr. Ascott: I have very little to say, having before 
expressed myself in favour of the Bill, and in spite of 
all Mr. Dollar has said I am still in favour of it. There 
can be no doubt that if the Council had the money 
asked for much good could be done for the profession. [| 
am glad Mr. Garnett has made it clear that there is no 
intention of stopping the castrators, but unless we 
reserve the powers now applied for we shall not be ina 
position to prevent them from going further. The shoe: 
ing smith is another class of man who is apt to do a lot 
of quacking, treating cases that should be sent to a 
veterinary surgeon, and this clause wiil enable us to keep 
him also to his own business. lam much indebted to 
Mr. Garnett for his lucid explanations. 

Mr. W. H. Buoyve: I have been delighted to hear such 
an able exponent of the proposed new Bill as Mr. Gar- 
nett, who if not its actual father, is one of its most active 
parents. [I may remind you that this Association has 
already approved of the principles of the Bill, including 
that of the one guinea registration fee ; and that it was 
among the earliest to do so, and further that at that 
time the majority of us were heart-whole in the belief 
that the measure, if adopted, would benefit the whole 
profession. I quite agree with Mr. Garnett that the 
Council in pushing forward the Bill is actuated only by 
the best motives, and that it is doing, after a great 
amount of consideration, what the majority of its mem- 
bers believe will be for our advancement and good. The 
eleventh hour assumption by a Member of Council that 
his fellows are entirely in the wrong, and the position 
which he has taken up as our saviour in this regard, is 
to some extent a eater. Opposition from outside 
may not do a great deal of harm, but that from within 
is distinctly more dangerous. As it is, we must admit 
that the Bill is in jeopardy and therefore one is the 
more glad to hear from Mr. Garnett that the Council is 
prepared to modify any non-vital clauses which are not 
acceptable to the majority of the profession, in order to 
carry it through. I think we are unanimously with Mr. 
Garnett in the idea that the payment of the registration 
fee must be a compulsory one, but it is the penal clause 
in regard to its collection from defaulters, which I 
believe has done more harm to the Bill than any other 
of its provisions. The phrase “ struck off the rolls” has 
been held up as a bogey, and has, I believe, been re- 
sponsible for a large number of the adverse post-card 
votes which have been recorded. Although personally 
not in the least minding which method may be adopted, 
I believe that for the safety of the Bill recovery of the 
fee as a civil debt through the medium of the County 
Court would be preferable, and that if the sponsors of 
the measure will modify the clause enforcing payment, a 
large amount of opposition will be withdrawn. When 
men are told that as a result of non-payment, from 
whatever cause, they must be “struck off the rolls,” 
some very naturally get frightened, and the assurance 
from elsewhere that payment of the fee would mean 
immediate and automatic re-instatement by no means 
entirely removes the impression. The relative amount 
of odium attaching to the two penalties has been re- 
ferred to. I do not think that there is much to choose 
between these, but that of the County Court would cer- 
tainly have the greater publicity, hence possibly the 


most deterrent effect. Our President has already stated 
that we have no desire to interfere with gelders and 
castrators in the performance of their work, and if we 
make this quite clear‘l feel sure that the objections to 
the Bill, both inside and outside the profession, will be 
less numerous than they are. 

Mr. TurvItL: I am quite in agreement with the prin- 
ciples of the new Bill, and should like to ask if the big 
medicine vendors such as Day, Son and Hewitt would 


be stopped 
_ Mr. Giunsere : No; only those who attempt to prac- 
tise. 

Mr. Bonp: | must confess I have not much to say ; | 
thank Mr. Garnett for his exposition of the Bill, { know 
more about it now than I[ did previously. First let me 
say | am quite in favour of it ; secondly, a guinea a year 
is not too much to pay; and thirdly, the registered prac- 
titioners shonld be brought under onr control. With 
regard to castrating, we should all bave the ability to 
perform the operation, but we don’t want to be always 
at it, and if you stop the castrators that is what it will 
mean. I did not reply to Mr. Dollar’s posteard. In 
addition to him we find the big quack medicine firms 
fighting against the Bill tooth and nail, and we must 
tight them for all we are worth, and unless we can show 
a united front we shall be further behind than ever. | 
notice that Chambers of Agriculture are writing letters 
to Members of Parliament asking them to oppose the 
| Bill ; we should do the opposite, giving our reasons for 
the request. If we don’t strive to educate our Members 
vf Parliament bow are they to know the rights or 
wrongs? A circular letter should at once be got out and 
sent to every Member of Parliament to keep them in 
touch with the subject, otherwis¢ they may be inclined 
to believe the first tale thatis told them. 

Mr. STaBLerortH : I think that as there is so much 
opposition from outside, the profession must be united 
on the tnztter before the Bill is sent to Parliament, other- 
wise it will stand little chance of being passed. I am 
quite in favour of the Bill. 

Mr. R. E. L. Pennate: Thanks to Mr. Garnett | 
know more about the matter now than I did before. | 
voted in favour of the Bill when it first came up for dis- 
cussion, and I see no reason to alter my views; | 
am of opinion that half a guinea a year would be 
sufficient. 

Mr. THorBuRN : I thank Mr. Garnett for the lucid 
way he has cleared up many points. _[ support the Bill 
most heartily, as I think such a measnre is absolutely 
necessary. The agricultural press are fighting very hard 
because they think that many little operations which 
the farmers now perfori, will be stopped. Farmers in 
my district keep asking me about it as they have been 
given to understand that if the Bill goes through it 
will be impossible for them to even ask a neighbour 
to take offalamb’s tail as well as stopping the castrating. 

Mr. Davie: Lalso wish to thank Mr. Garnett for his 
lucid address. It is high time the “ handy” or “ know- 
ing man” of the parish was stopped. People are very 
fond of employing such a man until the case looks like 
dying, or it is time to go to bed ; then they rush off to the 
veterinary surgeon and keep him up all night. The 
Bill has my hearty support. 

Mr. Roacu: I must apologise to Mr. Garnett for 
being late. I am strongly in favour of the Bill, and 
a we should throw all our energies into working 
or it. 

Mr. Down : I thank Mr. Garnett and quite endorse 
all that he has said. Some people are under the 1m 
pression the Bill proposes to stop the sale of quac 
medicine ; I wish it did, but if it were more generally 
known that it does not do so, perhaps some of the opp 
sition would cease. 

Mr. Wurremore: [ agree with the Bill and would 
like to suggest that in addition to Members of Parlia- 
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riculture should also be 


ment the Chambers of 
I find 


circularised and enlightened as to Clause 4. 
farmers are discussing it largely. 

Mr. Cottines: I thank Mr. Garnett for his explana- 
tions, which should be more widely known, as [ feel 
sure a lot of opposition has arisen because the Bill is not 
woperly understood. The castrators might be told, for 
instance, that there is no intention to deprive them of 
their means of livelihood. I agree with Mr. Bloye that 
the penalty of being “ struck off the rolls” for non-pay- 
ment of the fee, is rather strong ; surely there are other 
ways of extracting it which would lessen the opposition 
in the profession. On all other points I agree with 
the Bill. 

Mr. GoLLEDGE: I am in favour of the Bill in every 
way. I did not approve of the penalty of being “struck 
oft the rolls,” which according to Mr. Dollar was very 
alarming; I now see, however, that it was only a 
“bogey,” and I am much obliged to Mr. Garnett for his 
address. 

Mr. PeNHALE (Holsworthy): I won’t occupy your 
time, gentlemen ; we don’t all see alike exactly, and I 
for one am not entirely in accord with the Bill, kut I 
do not doubt Mr. Garnett’s sincerity. I remained 
neutral at our last meeting and was responsible for a 
letter which appeared in 7’he Record with regard to the 
amount of the fee. I still maintain that a guinea a year 
is too much, and the words “not exceeding” shonld 
have been inserted in front of it; neither do I agree 
with the penal clause, I think it most unjnst, and re- 
covery as a civil debt through a court of law would be 
far preferable. I also think that if we endow the regis- 
tered practitioners they should pay the same fee as us, 
for the majority of them have quite as good practices. I 
am old-fashioned and like castrating, but shall be glad 
to see the castrators continue their work. I thank Mr. 
Garnett very much indeed. 

Messrs. Perey Penhale, C. C. Parsons, and E. W. 
Bovett also expressed their approval of the Bill. 

Mr. GaRNeEtTT in reply abe : I thank you very much 
for the discussion. I have tried to explain principles 
and not legal phraseology. In reply to Mr. Penhale, 
| feel perfectly sure that the Council desires to carry out 
the wishes of the majority of the profession ; the prin- 
ciples involved are too important to be divided upon, and 
we must close our ranks, some must give way and the 
others must meet them. When the Bill finally goes to 
Parliament I think it will carry the feeling of the pro- 
fession with it. With regard to the fee, there are so 
many matters requiring money I am sure half-a-guinea 
will not be sufficient ; e.g., we want to protect and assist 
any veterinary surgeon who sends a complaint to the 
Conneil, and to remove the many Merson. st that now 
prevent many cases being proceeded with ; the local man 
does not want to be put to the expense and publicity 
now necessary, and it is the Council’s duty, uedonbtedly, 
to undertake the enquiries and to collect such evidence 
4s IS required in these cases, this is at present imprac- 
ticable owing to lack of funds, and yet the Council is 

blamed for not protecting the veterinary surgeon. A 
ood deal of money would be required for this purpose. 

Another heavy expenditure would be the payment of 
a Parliamentary Lobbyist, probably from £300 to £400 

perannam, and yet with the multiplicity of Bills affect- 
ing the profession it is essential that we should have 
Someone on the spot to look after our interests. 

\s to the objection that not sufficient notice is given 

efore enforcing the penal clause, I do not see why one, 
two, or even three notices should not be sent, the final 
one to. be enclosed in a registered envelope. I find the 
Majority of the Scotch members are willing to pay the 
suinea per annum, but what bothers them isthe mode of 
*xaction. T have no doubt that the Council will arrange 
this to everyone’s satisfaction, 


Generally speaking, the feeling of this meeting appears 
to be to exempt castrators ; at the present although they 
come under the provisions of the Bill, the Council have 
no intention of stopping them, and means will he found 
to overcome this difficulty, we only want to stop those 
who are acting as veterinary surgeons without any 
qualification whatever. 

I do complain very strongly of Mr. Dollar’s way of 
putting before the a the quibbles he has raised ; 
if his questions had been brought forward in a proper 
manner I am quite sure they would have received every 
consideration. In no way has he attempted to help us, 
but on the contrary he has done everything he can to 
destroy the Bill, me it was manifestly his duty to have 
stood by us and help to all pull together for the common 
welfare of the profession. 

The PrestDENT: On behalf of the Association, I have 
gy in proposing a most hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Garnett, who will have travelled two whole 
nights on purpose to throw some light on this important 
matter for us. 

Mr. Bonn seconded, and the vote was carried with 
acclamation. 

On the motion of Mr. Ascott, seconded by Mr. W. Pen- 
hale, and supported by Mr. Thorburn, a cordial vote of 
thanks was tendered to the retiring President (Mr. John 
Dunstan) for the untiring interest he has taken in the 
welfare of the Association during his year of office. 

The Sammer meeting will be held at Taunton in 
July next. 

At the conclusion of the meetihg the company dined 
together at the hotel. 

Wm. Ascort, Hon. See. 


TUBERCULOSIS AND THE MILK SUPPLY. 


A Conference was held at the Town Hall, Manchester, 
on Friday, February 28th, of delegates representing the 
Public Health Committees of the Cities of Liverpool, 
Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, and Sheffield in regard 
to the danger to man of milk containing the living infee- 
tion of tuberculosis. 

Each of the above cities has had by reason of local 
Acts of Parliament considerable experience in the exam- 
ination of samples of dairy milks for thisinfection The 
result of this experience may be briefly stated by saying 
“that the milk an about ten per cent. of the churns sent 
into these towns contains the living infection of tubercu- 
losis.” 

From experience elsewhere it is almost certain that 
this high proportion is exceeded in many districts. 

The report of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis 
issned in January, 1907, states that “there can be no 
doubt that in a certain number of cases the tnbercnlosis 
occurring in the human subject, especially in children, is 
the direct result of the introduction into the human 
body of the bacillus of bovine tuberculosis ; and there 
ean also be no doubt that in the majority at least of these 
cases the bacillus is introduced throngh cows milk. 
Cows’ milk containing bovine tubercle bacilli is clearly 
a cause of tuberenlosis, and of fatal tuberculosis in 

” 

With this important statement, and the knowledge 
that in their own towns the amount of infected milk 
was large, the Conference decided to _ approach the 
Government with a view to pottion effective steps taken 

sradicate bovine tuberculosis. 
felt much strengthened in urging 
adequate preventive measures by the knowledge a m 
steps which will effectively deal with tubercle-in one 
milk will at the same time benefit all consumers of mi 


in the direction of ensuring a cleaner supply. And again, 
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they feel that the direct benefit to farmers and butchers 
in preventing loss due either to the reduced value of tke 
stock or to the seizure of tubercular meat intended for 
human food will bean important one. 

The Conference passed the following resolution : 


“That having regard to the experience of the five 
towns whose delegates have conferred on this subject, 
and also to the return recently made to the House of 
Commons at the request of Dr. Rutherford, a repre- 
sentation be made to the Presidents of the Local 
Government Board and the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries with a view to inducing these Boards to take 
effective steps to enforce uniformity throughout the 


Carrington and he himself would give anxious and 
sympathetic consideration to the representations made. 
He was glad to hear from Dr. Hope, of Liverpool, that 
friendly relations were cultivated with farmers, and from 
Dr. Niven, of Manchester, that tuberculosis there had 
diminished. The question of veterinary inspection was 
engaging his attention. The Government intended to 
bring in a Bill dealing with the whole subject, and if it 
was not as drastic as some present would wish, they 
might recognise it as a reasonable compromise. He 
agreed with the deputation as to the chaotic condition 
of milk legislation at present. In a week or two he 
would be able to issue a communication in connection 
with the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis which would 


country proper and suitable inspection of dairies and 


cowsheds, and for regulating the construction of such |} 


dairies and cowsheds as to ensure cleanliness and | 
suitable hygienic conditions ; and further, that the | 
Government be respectfully asked to include in their | 
prospective legislation dealing with milk, clauses cal- 
culated to bring about the eradication of tuberculosis 
from bovines within a measurable period of years.” 


It is intended to present this resolution to both the 
Local Government Board and the Board of Agriculture. 

The Conference felt that the subject is of much im- 
portance to every town, and therefore request that 
your authority be communicated with in order that you 
may take steps either by memorial or otherwise to urge 
the present Government to deal effectively with this im- 
— subject, and that you may also ask your Mem- 

rs of Parliament to help in every possible way. 

THomMas FLETCHER, 
Chairman of the Conference, 
and Chairman of the Health Committee 
of the Corporation of Birmingham. 


At the Local Government Board, Mr. Burns received 
a deputation representing the Health Committees of the 
municipalities of Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, 
Leeds, and Sheffield, which desired to call the attention 
of the Government to the danger to man of milk con- 
taining infection from tuberculosis. The President 
of the Local Government Board was accompanied by 
Lord Carrington, President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. 

The object of the deputation was to endeavour to 
induce the Local Government Board and the Board of 
Agriculture to take effective steps to enforce uniformly 
throughout the country proper and suitable inspection 
of dairies and cowsheds, and to regulate the construc- 
tion of such dairies and cowsheds so as to ensure clean- 
liness and suitable hygienic conditions. The Govern- 
ment were asked to include in their prospective legisla- 
tion dealing with milk clauses calculated to bring about 
the eradication of tuberculosis from cattle within a 
measurable period of years. 

Te speakers included Sir Francis Lowe, Councillor 
T. Fletcher (chairman of the Health Committee of 
Birmingham), Mr. R. E. Fox (Town Clerk of Leeds) 
Dr. Hope (Medical Officer of Health, Liverpool), Dr. 
Niven (Manchester), and Dr. Scurfield (Medical Officer 
of Health, Sheffield). 

Mr. Burns stated, in reply to the deputation, that last 
week he received an — large and representative 
deputation from the Chamber of Agriculture, who 
placed before him the views of the farmer, the dairy- 
tan, and the cowkeeper on the subject, and he was 
struck with the unanimity of the two deputations, one 
speaking for the producers and the other for the con- 
sumersof milk, in their advocacy of the need of general 
legislation and of uniformity of bye-laws on the subject. 
The deputation he was addressing wanted the powers of 
_ local bodies increased and the relations of these local 


»rove valuable. When the Government Bill was revealed, 
if the farmer was practical and the municipalities were 
reasonable, he was under the impression that the milk 
supply of the country would be placed on a better 
footing. 


TUBERCULOSIS (ANIMALS) COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of this Committee was held at 16 Bedford 
Square, W.C., on Wednesday, at which the following 
members were present: The Earl of Northbrook (Chair- 
man) in the chair ; the Earl of Onslow, Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean, Messrs. Richardson Carr, W. J. Morton, Claude 
M.S. Pilkington, Harold Swithenbank, and the follow- 
ing representing Societies : Sir George Barham, British 
Dairy Farmers’ Assn. ; Messrs. W. Fitzherbert Brock- 
holes, Lancs. Farmers Assn.; James Beecroft, Cent. Ch. 
of Agric. and the Cheshire Agric. Soc.; J. F. Blackshaw, 
Notts. Agric. Soc. ; H. D. Buckland, Auctioneers Insti- 
tute; Sir John Cotterell, Bart., Nat. Cattle Breeders 
Assn. ; Colin Campbell, of Jura, Highland Cattle Soc. ; 
Vaughan Davies, M.P., Welsh Nat. Agric. Soc.; Alfred 
Darby, Shropshire and W. Mid. Agric. Soc.; R. Finney, 
Derbyshire Agric. Soc. ; J. Gilbert, Surrey Agric. Soc. 
R. M. Greaves, Welsh Nat. Agric. Soc. ; W. F. Ingram, 
Snssex Co. Agric. Soc.; James Kirby, Metropolitan 
Dairymen’s Soc.; J. Pitman King, British Berkshire 
Soc.; J. Kendrick, Staffordshire Agric. Soc. ; Dunbar 
Keliy, The Farmer’s Club; S. Kidner, Devon Cattle 
Breeders Assn.; C. E. Longmore, County Councils Assp.; 
Chris. Middleton, C. C. of Agric.; 8. J. Pocock, B. D.F. 
Assn.; R. Potts, C.C. Assn.; W. Payne, Nat. Fedn. of 
Meat Traders Assn. ; Prof. Penberthy, (.C. of Agric. : 
E. Robinson, Sussex D. F. Assn. ; J. A. Smith, Suffolk 
Agric. Soc. ; James Sadler, Cheshire Milk Pro 
ducers Assn. ; Charles Tindall, Lines. Red Shorthorn 
Assn, and the Lines. Agric. Soc.; P. J. D. Wykebam, 
Amalgamated Soc. of Dairy Farmers ; and Mr. Sydney 
Mager, Secretary. 

A Discussion took place on the several points dealt 
with by the President of the Local Government Board 1 
his reply to the deputation which attended before him 
on the 12th March to represent the views of this Com 
mittee on Legislation and the Milk Supply. Particular 
attention was paid to the questions of Local administt 
tion, the slaughter of cows suffering from tuberculos's 
of the udder with compensation out of Imperial Funds, 
and also the importation of foreign Milk. 


THE MILK SUPPLIES TO THE 
LONDON HOSPITALS. 


The Central Hospital Council for London appointed 
committee on July 16 last to consider “ hether des 
London hospitals should be advised to take joint act)” 
with a view to ensuring the purity of their nil oe 
The committee, consisting of Mr. A. Bingham \@ 


bodies to other bodies more clearly defined. Lord! H 


(chairman), Mr. Willmott Evans, F.R.CS., Mr. H. 
arben, Mr. Arthur Lucas, and Dr. Lauriston 
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have drawn up their report, in which they state that they 
obtained from the constituent hospitals a statement in 
detail, showing the standard of milk which they require 
from their respective contractors and the precautions 
taken and powers of inspection, which in some few cases 
have been reserved. They also considered the recom- 
mendations adopted at a conference of the United Chil- 
dren’s Hospitals of London, which met in the early part 
of 1907 to consider the subject of the supply of milk to 
the various hospitals represented. The committee also 
had before them the views of Dr. Arthur Saunders, 
assistant physician and physician to the department for 
the medical diseases of children to the West London 


Hospital ; Mr. Stokes, public analyst to the borough of | 


Paddington and analyst to various London hospitals ; 
Mr. Hopkins, managing director of the Great Western 
and Metropolitan Dairies Company (Limited) ; and Mr. 


Company (Limited). 


_Regarding the separate question of how far it is ad- 
visable and possible for the hospitals to adopt precau- 
tions outside the contract, with a view to ensuring the 
carrying out their agreement by the contractors, the 
committee recommend that the constituent hospitals 
should be advised as follows : 

(a) The medical officer of health of the district in 
which the farm from which the supply of milk comes is 
situate should be furnished by the hospital in question 
with a copy of the contract, and should be requested to 
further as far as possible the carrying out of its terms, 
so far as they relate to the condition of the cows and the 


dairy buildings, ete. (4) The hospital should obtain a 


report, either from the medical officer of health or from 
a member of the hospital’s own staff or other expert, as 
to the state of the sheds, milking places, dairy, and 
wate: supply to the farm. It is, of course, most import- 


Arthur Barham, managing director of the Dairy Supply ant that no hospital should be supplied with milk from 


‘a farm without a proper water supply. 


Wherever 


The particulars obtained from the constituent hospi-| possible, the hospital should endeavour to make an 


tals, the committee state, show a considerable divergence 
in practice ; 12 of them only require the firms supplying 
them to contract to supply milk containing certain per- 
centages of solids and fats ; one hospital Las no form of 
tender for milk ; only the remaining eight, in addition 
to requiring certain percentages in the constituents of 
their milk, make special provisions to ensure the notifica- 
tion of the farms from which the milk is supplied,or the 
periodical certification of the cows and farms as being in 
a satisfactory condition, or for dealing with milk in 
certain specified ways at the farms, or for the milk tu be 
brought from the cows under the inspection of a repre- 
sentative from the hospital when so desired. The com- 
mittee are of opinion that the council might usefully 
recommend the constituent hospitals to require their 
respective milk contractors to agree to the following 
conditions, which the hospitals could embody in their 
forms of tender or contract at their own pleasure, and 
each of which has been adopted by some one or more of 
the hospitals :— 

(1) That the milk shall be pure, genuine, with all its 
cream as yielded by the cow, absolutely free from any 
and every kind of adulteration (including preservatives), 
and shall be of such quality as will, between the months 
of August and January, both inclusive, produce at least 
3°5 per cent. of butter fat, and for the remainder of the 
year 3°25 per cent. of butter fat ; (2) that the milk shall 
be supplied from a farm or farms whcse name or names 
and locality are to be notified by the contractor to the 
hospital ; (3) that it shall be permissible for an author- 
ised representative of the hospital to visit and inspect 
such farm or farms and the herds there at any reasona- 
ble times ; (4) that the cows supplying the milk shall 

in a good state of health, and that the contractor 
shall give the hospital a certificate by a veterinary sur- 
8eon to that effect in an annexed form without cost to 
the hospital in the first instance, and shall give subse- 
a certificates whenever required by the hospital, at 
the hospital’s expense 3; (5) that the milk shall be strain- 
ed and cooled to the temperature of cold water, not ex- 
ceeding 60deg., at the farm, and there canned and sealed 


with a die to be supplied b i at all 
plied by the hospital, and that all, 
cans shall be dust and rain proof ; (6) that the contrac- | 


nt shall guarantee the cleanliness of the milking opera- 
whi on of the men’s hands and of all receptacles into 
: ich the milk js put, all of which receptacles shwll be 
p eeperly cleansed with a solution of boiling water and 
a i (7) that the cans shall not be opened in transit 

. pt at the London railway station by the public sani- 
rescaled and, if so opened, shall be immediately 
pr o* a or delivery to the hospital, and shall in every 
$0 the | elivered direct from the London railway station 
7 20spital ; (8) that the milk shall not be pasteur- 
5 Witho ae otherwise than as mentioned in Clause 
ties, Ut the written sanction of the hospital authori- 


summer months, 


arrangement with the medical officer of health of the 
district to notify, at a fixed fee, to the hospital, any cases 
of contagious or infectious illness in the families of the 
men employed at the farm of supply. (The committee 
tind this is already done in some cases at a fee of one 
guinea for each report. In some cases it may not be 
practicable, but it could, in the committee’s opinion, be 
achieved in the majority of cases, with the assent of the 
contractor, who can, of course, require his farmer to 
agree). (d) All milk should be inspected by some prac- 
tical official on arrival at the hospital. (e) The milk 
should be chemically analysed at least once a week, but 
at irregular intervals, to ascertain the poeta of 
total solids and fats. Where it is thought inexpedient 
to engage the services of a skilled analyst in the first 
instance, a Gerber fat tester is recommended as the best 
apparatus to use. If the results of this test are unstis- 
factory, a complete analysis should be made. The 
sample to be analysed should always be taken in dupli- 
cate in the presence of the contractor’s representative 
and one sample handed to him. The committee are 
advised that it is of little value to take the specific 
gravity of the milk except as part of a fuller analysis, 
and that the use of a creamometer is misleading. The 
committee are also advised that there is little practical 
utility in bacteriological tests. (f) The employment of 
an inspector or inspectors to visit farms and test the 
milk either there or in transit would be an expensive 
undertaking for each hospital to carry out separately, 
but it may be worth while to consider whether the 
hospitals could combine for this purpose. (g) In case of 
a yearly contract the committee are advised that the 
tender should provide two prices--one from October 1 
to March 31 end one from April 1 to September 30. (In 
theevent of the contract, at an average price for the 
year, having to be terminated prematurely in the 
the contractor would gain consider- 
ably, while an average price is unfair to the contractor 
if for any reason a larger supply is —_— in the winter 
rasmaller supply in the summer. 
‘ The pons farther state that one hospital at least 
has secured a report npon the condition of the farm from 
a member of its visiting medical staff, who volunteered 
to inspect it, and they believe there will be no difficulty 
experienced by most of the hospitals in securing, similar 
reports. They ada that no condition should be inserted 
in the contract wich it is not intended to enforce 
strictly. A contrary course would have a tendency to 


throw the contracts into the hands of the less serupu- 


lous contractors, It is possible that the strict conditions 


suggested might have the effect of slightly increasing 
the price at which contractors would tender; but in 
view of the serious interests involved, it es ag to the 
committee that this risk may be justifiably incurred. 


—The Times. 
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THE COPENHAGEN MILK SUPPLY COMPANY. 


ReEPoRT BY THE VETERINARY SURGEON OF THE 


CORPORATION OF GLASGOW. 


The Copenhagen Milk Supply Company—the proto- 
type of many similar institutions—owes its origin largely 
to the energy of Mr. G. Busck. Some thirty years ago 
he was told by one of his most trustwor:hy eg 
that the distiller who usually supplied him with milk 
had refused to continue to do so, on the pretext that he 
did not patronise the latter’s spirit shop. The plight of 
the man was intensified because a supply of wholesome 
milk was necessary owing to the weakly condition of 
one of his children. On enquiry, Mr. Busck found his 
employee’s complaint well founded, and the conditions 
so revolting under which the city’s supply of milk--the 
staple food of infants and invalids—was produced and 
handled, that he decided to take steps to remedy the 
discreditable state. With this laudable object in view, 
he approached Herr Bille, at one time Danish Minister 
at Washington ; Professors Panum, Borch, and Engel- 
sted ; and Advocate Halkier. Those public-spirited 
gentlemen of Copenhagen saw the importance of provid- 
ing their fellow-citizens with pure, 1 
in April, 1878, formed a company for this purpose, bear- 
ing the name already mentioned, and having for its 
motto, “Clean milk from healthy cows.” 

It would appear that much of the milk sold in Copen- 
hagen was produced by farmers and distillers in the 
immediate vicinity of the city. The distillers kept cows 
as a convenient and profitable way of utilising their bye- 
products. The byres were ill lit and badly ventilated, 
and the animals were kept in a dirty and unkempt con- 
dition, there being no veterinary control. The duty of 
detecting “ watered ” milk devolved on the police, but as 
the apparatus they used was of primitive design, only 
extreme cases were detected. Of 111 samples of cream 
taken during the months of August and September, 
1876, only 2 were found to be of good quality, while 24 
had been adulterated with starch in the proportion of 6 
to 11 per cent. Classed according to the prices paid— 
namely, at, above, and under 4s. per gallon—it was found 
that the best qualities, for which 4s. 7d. was the average 
price paid, contained only 12°7 per cent. of fat ; the 
second qualities, 11°8 per cent. ; and the lowest qualities, 
bringing an average price of 3s. 5d., 10°3 per cent. In 
comparison with the price of butter and milk, these 
= were worth only 2s. 8d., 2s. 5d., and 2s. 2d. per 

on. 

The Company differs from the majority of simi- 
lar undertakings in that the dividend on shares is re- 
stricted to 5 per cent., the surplus being devoted to plac- 
ing the Company upon a sound financial foundation and 
to reducing the price of the milk sold to hospitals and 
those in straitened circumstances. It therefore also ful- 
fils a philanthropic purpose. It sells tickets to the 
various charitable institutions for whole milk and skim- 
med milk at the reduced price of 8d. of 4d. per 
gallon, all tickets being for 1? imperial pints. At the 
— time there are some 1,300 such tickets exchanged 

aily, representing about 290 gailons of milk sole at the 
reduced prices, and the contribution thus made to relief 
purposes amounts to about £600 per year. The 
employees of the Company are strictly enjoined to 
accord to the recipients of these tickets the same court- 
esy as to customers paying the standard prices. In 
dition to these reductions, the Company supplies 
children’s hospitals and nurseries at a reduction of 25 
per cent. for whole milk, and 50 per cent. for skimmed. 

The amount of capital at first invested was only about 
£550, but, owing to the enormous demand for the supply 
of milk, this sum had to be augmented, and it now 
stands at £8,250. The actual assets of the Company, 
however, are returned at £27,600. 


olesome milk, and | | 


The Company had many obstacles to overcome, not 


in devising methods by which the handling of the 


onl 

milk would be made as perfect as possible,{but also in 
other respects which to-day appear somewhat ludicrous, 
For instance, the railway company objected strenuously 
to the conveyance of this commodity, on the plea that 
“the spilt milk must soil the trucks,” but this unreason- 
ing prejudice was overcome, and now the railway cow- 
pany have made special arrangements for rapid transit 
and despatch. The enormous quantity of milk arriving 
in the city is a source of considerable revenue to the 
railway company, the amount they have received from 
the Company for carriage during twenty-one years being 
£41,000, or about £2,000 per year. 

At first the source of supply was limited to the neigh- 
bourhood of the city, but, owing to the development of 
the railway facilities and the larger number of farms 
thus made available, the Company was able to go fur- 
ther afield, and select farms kept under more sanitary 
conditions. Milk is now consigned to Copenhagen 
from considerable distances, one of the largest sources 
of supply being over ninety miles distant, and compris- 
ing some 500 cows. At present there are forty farms, 
representing 5,000 cows, supplying milk to the Con- 
pany. 

4 addition to this Company, there are several others 
with a somewhat similar object, as well as some 200 
farmers and cowkeepers in and around the city who sell 
direct to the public. i 
their specialty the supply of milk for children, and, 
while this Company also caters for this trade, its main 
object is the supply of fresh wilk which, being pure and 
wholesome, requires neither pasteurisation nor sterilisa- 
tion. Briefly put, the lines upon which the Company 
works is tersely expressed in their motto, “ Clean milk 
from healthy cows,” and in endeavouring to realise this 
high ideal they insist on all milk sold being in confor- 
mity with the following requirements :— 

(1) The cows must be periodically examined by 
veterinary surgeons, and only those found healthy retain- 
ed in the milking herd. 

(2) The conditions of contract, which have for their 
object the minimising of the risk of extraneous contani- 
nation, must be strictly observed ; and 

(3) The milk must at all times be kept at a low ten: 
perature, so that the growth of fermentative and putre- 
tactive organisms which have gained access is inhibited. 

It will be readily understood that milk, in order to 
fulfil these three conditions, can only be obtained from 
those farmers whose premises admit of the necessary 
regulations being enforced and who themselves guarantee 
to see carried out the observance of general cleanliness. 
especially in the handling of the milk. The conditious 
of contract hereto appended mnst be faithfully carried 
out by the contractor, and cannot be modified to sult 
any particular supplier, all being equally bound t 
observe with scrupulous care every detail specified in 
the regulations. The conditions of contract regulate not 
only the sanitary conditions under which the cows ate 
housed, the grooming of the cows, the cleanly condition 
of the milkers, the storage of dairy utensils and the 
milk itself, but also stipulate that the food of the cattle 
be in a thorough wholesome condition, of good quality, 
and free from substances capable of imparting an WW 
unusual flavour to the milk. In summer the food of the 
cows must consist entirely of fresh clover and_ gras 
Every change in the feeding must be arranged with the 
manager of the Company, and cows must not be housed 
during fine weather. In winter, turnips, kale, and cab 
bage must be excluded from the food, as also distillery 
and brewery refuse. Mangolds and carrots are allowed 
to be given in the ratio of 14 bushels per cow to at least 
5lbs. of corn, bran, or cake. The proportions, however 
for cows yielding milk for children are $ bushel per Blbs. 
Only certain kinds of oileake may be used, and eve! 


Some of the companies have for © 


\ 
t 
b 
p 
‘ 
p 
| a: 
| h 
t 
| b 
| re 
te 
| | el 
hi 
to 
| di 
C 
de 
th 
| 
th 
dr 
yi 
| 
|! ar 
ve 
| in 
| ed 
| 

| > in; 
| 
3 nu 
nu 
an 

> as 
> th 
Th 
of 
ni 
| su; 
the 
pa 
nec 
| ® far 
par 
| em 
| the 
cap 
xin 
wh 
R 
seal 

res 
a con 
pro 
| On t 
suff 

| ® the 
B 
| 
rege 
infe 


licrous, 
juously 
ea that 


reason- 
transit 
rriving 
to the 
d from 
s being 


neigh- 
nent of 
f farms 
go fur- 
anitary 
nhagen 
sources 
ym pris- 
farms, 
» Com- 


| others 
me 200 
sell 


ave 


n, and, 
main 
ure and 
terilisa- 
ynpany 
an milk 
ise this 
confor: 


ved by 
retain- 


or their 
yntamil- 


ten 
| putre: 
hibited. 
der to 
from 
cessary 
arantee 
nliness, 
ditions 
carried 
to suit 
ind to 
itied in 
late not 
are 
ndition 
nd the 
> cattle 
yuality, 
an 
1 of the 
orass. 
ith the 
hous 
1d cab 
stillery 
Jlowe 
at least 
ywevel. 
er lbs. 
d evel 


atem 


April 4, 1908 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


721 


then at most 1lb. per cow to 5lbs. of corn and bran, 
but for cows yielding milk for children it is entirely 
prohibited. 

All cows before ey | housed for the winter must be 

clinped on the udder, hind quarters, and tail. The Con- 
pany prescribes that every precaution be taken to ensure 
cleanliness in every detail during milking operations. 
The cleaning of the byres must be finished at least one 
hour before milking commences. The milkers must 
wear a prescribed dress, and are provided with water and 
towels, so that they may wash their hands whenever 
necessary. The byres must have sufficient light to 
enable the milkers to keep their work and all accessory 
conditions under perfect observation. The milk on 
being drawn is passed through a wire sieve in order to 
remove the grosser impurities, then refrigerated down to 
rature of 40 Fahr., and run into milk cans, which 
are placed in ice water to keep the milk at this low 
temperature until time of despatch. The milk is refrig- 
erated by means of a Lawrence apparatus, which can be 
hired from the Company. The farmer is also required 
to store during the winter sufficient ice to cool the milk 
during the summer. It is forbidden to consign to the 
Company milk drawn from cows during the first twelve 
days of lactation, from those ordered to be isolated by 
the veterinary surgeons, and from those yielding less 
than about five pints daily. Cows which are untit to 
yield milk of the quality desired must be isolated, so 
that the milk cannot knowingly be mixed with that 
drawn from the sound members of the herd. All cows 
yielding milk for infants are tested with tuberculin once 
a year, some every half-year, to ascertain whether they 
are free from tuberculosis, and are also examined by the 
veterinary surgeons as to general health. All calves 
intended to be reared for milking purposes are also test- 
ed with tuberculin. 
_ To overtake the work of inspection of the cows yield- 
ing milk, the Company employs seven veterinary sur- 
geons, whose duty is to visit every farm of supply at 
least once a fortnight, and state on printed forms the 
number of cows in milk, the number not in milk, the 
number diseased, indicating the nature of the disease 
and how the milk from coal cows is being disposed of, 
as also to report on the general condition of the herd, 
the cleanliness of the byres and of all the animals, etc. 
There are also invested with power to inspect the quality 
of the fodder and all conditions which may affect the 
milk production wcre or less favourably. This rigid 
Supervision is absolutely necessary in order to ascertain 
the health of the milch’ cows. 

The milk is delivered by railway direct into the Com- 
pany's 5 a once or twice a day, according to their 
needs, The milk and cream are despatched from the 
farm in transport cans, which are supplied by the Com- 
pany, and are returned by them cleaned after being 
emptied. These cans must be devoted exclusively to 
the transport of milk and cream for the Company. The 
capacity of the cans for whole milk, skimmed milk, and 
cream is eleven gallons, and of those for children’s milk 
nine gallons, The shape of those for children’s milk and 
Whole milk is cylindrical, and of those for cream and 
skimmed milk square. 

a —— despatch all the cans are secured with lead 
a 8, which are then impressed with the name of the 

Spective farms, so that on arrival the source of pro- 
— may be identified. In summer the vehicles which 
neers the milk from the farm to the station must be 
- i. ed with an awning to protect the cans from sun 
Sufficic way, and must not leave the farm with more than 
the a time to reach the station at the hour at which 

train is scheduled to depart. 
a. €s attention to these regulations, the suppliers 
ound to give all information the Company desires 


among their employees. If the milk or cream is found 
tu be deficient in fat, a reduction in price is made accord- 
ing to a fixed scale, based on the quantity of milk em- 
ployed in the production of a given quantity of butter. 

Besides the direct control exercised by the veterinar 
surgeons in the a of the Company, the Sani- 
tary Commission of Copenhagen causes an independent 
examination to be made by its veterinary surgeons, 
Who reports must be endorsed by the farmers. These 
reports give particulars regarding the sanitary condition, 
diet, and feeding of the cows, the quality of the milk, 
and the cases of disease. 

Before dealing with the manner in which the Com 
pany handles the milk and effects its distribution, it will 

e of interest to describe its premises. It possesses an 
area of ground of about 24 acres in the suburb of 
Frederiksberg, on which have been erected extensive 
buildings grouped around a large asphalt court. On the 
left of the principal entrance is the administrative 
block, comprising the commercial offices, the laboratory 
for the daily analysis of milk, and wardrebe quarters for 
those operatives who are required to wear special dress 
during work. Adjoining this building are tive ice houses, 
capable of holding about 3,000 tons, and at a right angle 
with the ice houses are the stables, accommodating 
seventy-seven horses. On the right of the entrance are 
lovated the buildings devoted to the operations which 
the milk and utensils undergo. In the centre is situated 
the power station generating the steam for driving the 
churns, lye-washing and other apparatus, pasteurising 
the milk for nursing children, rinsing and sterilisin 
utensils, and washing, drying, and sterilising the grave 
and cloths used in the filtering of the milk, as well as 
the tanks and connections. In these buildings the milk 
and cream are received, stored in wooden vats filled with 
ice, filtered, bottled when required, and replaced in ice, 
pasteurised when medically ordered, the unsold return: 
churned and made into butter or cheese, and all dairy 
utensils cleaned and sterilised. The most scrupulous 
cleanliness prevails throughout. All the floors are of 
asphalt, and a constant supply of pure fresh air is main- 
tained by good ventilation, su as to minimise the risk of 
the milk being contaminated by impurities. 

The operative departments of the work are attended 
to by a staff of 150 men and women, besides 52 wagoners 
and 200 milk carriers. The operatives are divided inte 
two relays, one working from 3.30 a.m. till 5 p.m., with 
intervals fer meals, and the other from 1.80 p.m. ull 2 
a.m., With a break of four hours from 6 till 10. Only for 
one or iwo hours is work entirely suspended. ‘The opera- 
tives wear w hiteduck supplied and laundered by the Com- 
pany—-the men, jacket, trousers, and cap, and the 
women a kind of blouse, an apron, and a bonnet. There 
are some 4,000 articles laundered every month, 500 being 
given out twice a week. 

The morning consignments begin to arrive at 10 a.m., 
and the evening at 10 ).m., amounting, together, te 
about 6,000 gallons per day. The railway trucks are 
run alongside the receiving room, in whieh each cau is 
weighed, its contents, quantity, and consigners name 
noted, and a sample taken. ‘Two women are opane to 
taste the samples, and on the slightest unusua flavour 
being detected the contents are withdrawn from sale and 
used for making butter or cheese. About 100 samples 
are also taken daily for chemical analysis, which is done 
by means of a Babcock apparatus. The temperature of 
the milk in each can is taken on arrival, and if too high 
the supplier is fortiwith advised. The wilk is with- 
drawn from the usual supply and made into butter and 
cheese, the farmer losing the difference in value. Alter 
this preliminary examination, the different kinds of the 
produce are taken to their respective rooms to undergo 
filtration and further refrigeration before sale. ; 

Since 1890 the filtration has been done entirely by til- 
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Busck’s design, as follows :— The apparatus consists of 
two tanks of enamelled iron, one above the other, and 
connected by an elbow pipe, the long arm of which is 
fixed “ap eomrgpencny| to the bottom of the upper tank, 
and the short arm horizontally underneath the lower 
tank. Ltis the lower tank which is essentially the filter 
for at the bottuin of it are placed three layers of gravel 
of different sizes, each layer to the depth of about 2$ 
inches, and separated from the other by a sheet of tin 
perforated with small holes. The upper layer is covered 
with a network of galvanised metal wire, on which are 
placed four layers of cloth of different thicknesses, the 
thickest undermost. The whole is kept in position by 
pressure effected by means of a specially devised frame- 
work screwed on top of the tank. Between the plates 
bearing the filtering gravel are rubber rings, to prevent 
the milk from being pressed beyond the plates or against 
the sides of the tank. The milk from the upper tank 
descends the perpendicular pipe and along the horizontal 
pipe into the lower tank, from the bottom of which it 
rises by gravitation through the layers of gravel and 
cloth up to the level of the two outlet pipes, and falls 
into a receiver underneath. 

In the receiver of the filter for children’s milk there 
is fixed in the centre perpendicularly a narrow tube or 
funnel, perforated throughout its whole length by small 
holes, through which it collects the milk from the 
different layers and forms a well-blended composition of 
uniform quality before conveying it to the outlet pipe. 

The tilters for whole and skimmed milk are capable of 
filtering about 300 gallons per hour. 

All the filters are carefully cleaned and sterilised every 
day after use. The gravel is washed by passing through 
it a stream of boiling water, containing a solution of 
carbonate of soda, until the water drains off perfectly 
clear. Then it is sterilised by steam and dried, after 
which all dust and impurities are removed by a current 
of air. The cloths are also washed and sterilised, as well 
as the vessels and their connections. This process 
removes every impurity which the passing through of 
the milk may have left, and at the same time destroys 
the micro-organisms which may have been retained. 

Immediately on arrival of the evening consignments, 
- the transport cans containing whole milk and skimmed 
milk are stored in vats filled with iced water till 3 or 4 
a.un., when the contents are passed through the filtering 
tanks into the receivers, and thence into the cans 
intended for conveyance into town. Like the receivers 
for children’s milk, the cans for whole milk are provided 
with perforated tubes or funnels, so that the milk, on 
being drained off, may be of a quality as uniform as 
possible in regard to fat. These cans, which are provided 
with taps, are weighed and secured with a lead seal 
impressed with the Company’s trade mark. The cream 
is also passed through filter and receiver, and then, by 
means of a bottling apparatus, run into clear flasks bear- 
ing underneath the Company’s mark, and on the neck a 
mark to indicate the quantity contained in each bottle, 
namely, 34 gills or 1? gills. The cream is sold in three 

ualities—whipped cream, containing 29 per cent. of 
fat ; No. 1, 20 per cent.: and No. 2, 14-15 per cent. ; 
and the flasks are marked accordingly as shown, the 
mark for whippsd cream being a short horizontal line, 
like a dash, followed by the capital letter P., the initial 
for the Danish word “ pidske,” which means “ whipped,” 
and those for Nos. 1 and 2, one and two plain dashes 
respectively, the latter underneath one another. As 
soon as the bottles are filled, they are corked by 
machinery and lead sealed, after which they are placed 
in wooden boxes, where they remain ooaell in ice until 
loaded on wagons to be taken to town. Corks are 
considered by the Company preferable to porcelain with 
rubber rings and springs. ; 

A notable feature of the work of this Company is the 
supply of special milk for children. The farms of supply 


are specially selected on account of their structural 
arrangement and sanitary condition, and the herds are 
tested with tuberculin once, and in some instances twice 
a year. The cows are carefully groomed in the byre, and 
then led one by one into a well-lit and airy room, where 
they are milked. The object of providing this special 
room is to prevent the milk from acquiring the odour 
of the byre, and to minimise bacterial contamination. 
The tewperature of the milk as it is drawn from the cow 
is instantly reduced to 60° Fahr. by using special pails 
constructed to Mr. Busck’s design, which differ from the 
ordinary kind in being fitted in the bottom with an ice 
chamber, on to which the milk is drawn straight from 
the teat. The cooling mixture, consisting of three parts 
of pounded ice and one of salt, is placed in the chamber 
through an opening in the bottom communicating 
externally, and closed by a screwed cap. Immediately 
after being drawn, the milk is further rapidly cooled to 
about 40° Fahr., and all precautions are taken to prevent 
contamination and ensure preservation. On arriving at 
the depot in Copenhagen it is treated in the same 
manner as the cream, being filtered and run into clear 
bottles of the capacity of nearly a pint. Ordinary corks 
are used in preference to other methods, in comparison 
with which they are considered more hygienic, although 
more costly. A thread is passed over the cork, and the 
ends are fastened by a lead seal. This milk is also 
supplied in smaller bottles for the feeding of infants, 
either unmixed or diluted in four different degrees with 
filtered water, to which sugar is added. 

Some few years ago, in deference to the wishes of « 
number of medical practitioners, milk was modified for 
babies so as to resemble mother’s milk as closely as 
possible, and pasteurised. 

Each bottle contains a meal, and the required number 
of bottles for the day is supplied in cruets, which are 
tied with thread and sealed. In every instance the lead 
seals used, whether on bottles or cruets, are impressed 
with the Company’s trade mark and initials, and a mark 
to indicate the date of bottling, Those bottles are 
— in ice until required for sale, as also when sent 

y rail in specially constructed boxes, those being fitted 
with a leaden bottom to collect and retain the water. 
The bottles are of the same kind as those used in this 
country for a like purpose. The purchasers are advised 
to keep the milk ina cool place, protected from the light. 
and to heat it to 120° Fahr before giving it to the child. 
The mouth is constructed so that a rubber teat can be 
adjusted. 

All the unsold whole milk and cream is returned te 
the depot, where it is converted into butter. The butter 
is packed and carefully covered in glazed earthenware 
jars, each containing about 174 ounces, and retailed 
throughout the city from special carts at a slightly lower 
price than that of first quality. : 

The buttermilk is supplied in bottles, and meets with 
a ready sale, not only asa beverage, but as a medicine In 
what is known as the buttermilk treatment. . 

The separated milk obtained in the process of butter 
manufacture and the unsold skimmed milk are sterilised 
and sold at a low price to farmers for feeding purposes: 
The Danish Government insists on all separated ml! 
used for the feeding of pigs being sterilised before leav- 
ing the creamery. This ordinance was passed |ecause 
of the danger of transmitting tuberculosis to pigs when 
fed on unsterilised separated milk, and since ts enforee- 
ment a decrease of tuberculosis in the porcine species has 
been noted. 

The Company distributes the milk from fifty, basen 


wagons and three retail depots of its own in differ 
parts of the city, as well as from certain shopkeeper 
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wise delivery must be refused; and if the seals are/an animated appearance. In the morning the cans 


broken, or show any evidence of having been tampered 
with, then they must not wg delivery. 
The vehicles intended for t 


which have been used for the conveyance of the milk 
v — from the farms to the city, and in the evening the 
e retail trade are similar | utensils which have been used by the Company’s 


in construction, only varying in size, the larger being|}employees in the distribution of the milk, are here 
mounted on four wheels, the smaller on two. Access | washed in the following manner :—The taps and pipes 
to the body of each wagon is obtained by means ef doors | are screwed off the cans and, along with the measures 
in the sides and back. When the wagons are laden, the | and other small utensils used in the tasting, testing, and 
doors of the compartments containing the milk to be/ distribution of the milk, cleaned by repeated washing 
retailed by tap are closed and sealed. Those seals must |and flushing with carbonated, boiling, and cold waters. 
remain intact until the wagons return to the central |The cans are first flushed out with cold water under 
depot. Each wagon bears the name and the trade-mark strong pressure to remove traces of milk or any gross 


of the Company. 


impurities, and then placed on rinsing wheels rotating 


The cans containing the full milk and the skimmed | jin vats filled with lime water. There are two sizes of 
milk are ranged along both sides of the forepart of the! rinsing machine—one for large cans and another for 
wagon, and are so placed that the taps (the handle of | small. Each consists of a large wooden wheel, round 


which is kept by the driver) fit exactly into the aper- 


the cireumference of which are apertures in which the 


tures underneath the doors. Above the taps are printed | cans are placed obliquely, mouth downward. The time 
the quality and price at which the milk must be sold. | which elapses between removing and replacing the cans 
On the sides of the wagon are fixed tnetal plates above | allows of an immersion of one minute for each. After 


the taps, to protect these from mud splashes from the 


this operation they are washed with hot water, then 


roadway. Th2 body of the wagon is fitted with frames | sterilised with jets of steam under pressure, and finally 
adapted for holding the boxes containing the flasks of | rinsed with clean cold water. After the completion of 
cream, milk for children, and buttermilk, which in| the cleansing process they are taken to a drying-room, 
summer are kept under ice. Above the door at the back | where they are left, mouth downward, till required. 


of the wagon are marked the prices of the milk and 


The bottles are taken to another room, where they are 


cream. On the wagon, in metal boxes, are kept the | steeped in water in which washing soda has been dis- 
measures and the small tinned-iron pitchers, with lids, | solved, then washed by a special rotary brush making 
in which the milk is carried to those customers whu do} 1500 revolutions per minute, through the hollow stem of 


not come to the oan for their supplies, each driver 


being accompanied 
pose. Each wagon constitutes, so to speak, a small shop 


which boiling or cold water can be ejected at will through 


y three or four boys for this pur-| numerous small orifices. They are then washed in clean 
water, and if, after minute examination, they are found 


of itself, for it is the driver who reports the daily quan-| perfectly clean, they are taken to a special drying- 


tity he will probably require for his customers, and as 


room, and placed, month downwards, in boxes with 


soon as his wagon is loaded he gives a receipt for the | divisions. 


goods before taking them away. He is responsibie for 


The discipline maintained by the Company through- 


the cans, pitchers, and flisks entrusted to him, and his| out its large staff is strict, every infringement of the 


pay consists of a fixed salary and a percentage on the 


regulations being punished ; but, to make amends, 
prizes are offered now and again to those who dis- 


sales, 
tinguish themselves by their industry and the good 


When the wagons return to the central depot, the un- 
sold milk and cream are deducted from that signed for, 


condition in which they keep the implements entrusted 


showing the amount sold, which has to be accounted for. | to their care. 


The drivers and boys all were uniform—the drivers, blue 
Jackets ; the boys, blouses in summer and jackets in 
winter. All wears caps bearing the Company’s trade 
mark—two clover flowers crosswise, one red and one 
White, symbolical of health and purity, with green le:f, 
on a black triangle over a pink ground. All boys must 
have passed the age of 12. They are trained to be 


industrious, methodical, and mannerly, and, in order to 


The contract contains a provision of the greatest im- 


portance as bearing on the transmission of infectious 
diseases. The farmers are bound to supervise the health 
of their employees, and on the occurrence of any illness 
of an infections nature muat immediately notify the 
Company, and withhold their supply of milk watil the 
Company is satisfied that there is no risk of infection. 
If, however, he give immediate notice, the Company 
pays him for the milk destroyed just as if it had been 


prevent the:n from wasting their wages, they are given | f 
delivered. Again, in the event of any disease capable 


therewith aform of receipt stating the sum earned and 
paid, which the Company requires to be signed by the 
parent or guardian, and returned to the office. 
The Company sells its produce at the nndernoted 
prices :— 
Whipped cream, about 5s. per gallon. 


is past, but is paid ful 


of infecting the milk occurring to any person in an em- 


loyee’s house, the employee is sispended till all danger 
meanwhile. 
Itis worthy of note that this Company does not resort 


to pasteurisation, preferring to secure wholesome milk 
by the most scrupulons observance of cleanliness, and 


Cream No, 1, 
Cream No. 2, » 38. also by refrigeration. 

Whole milk, — ae The term pasteurisation is applied to the heating of 
Skimmed milk, a | od milk to a temperature sufficient to destroy the vitality 


of fermentative organisms which have gained access to 


Milk for children ,, 1s. 
Milk for babies (modified and pasteurised) about the milk. The process is, as a rule, performed by the 
ls. 6d. to 2s. 3d. per gallon (according to pro- retailer at a late period, with the object of converting 
portions of water and sugar). stale milk into fresh, and so prolonging its marketable 
Butter milk, about 6d. per gallon. uality. Bnt although the fermentative organisms are 
ruets, about 43d. to 6d. each. Loteapell the putrefactive organisms remain still cap- 
rature. With 


Immediately the wagons are unloaded they are wash- 


ed, outside and inside, and drawn up in straight lines in | many ; 
obviates all necessity for t 


methods. 


their respective places in the large asphalt courtyard of 


able of multiplying, given a suitable tempe 


dairymen, pssteurisation is the “enre-all,” and 
he adoption of more cleanly 


Unfortunately, much of the milk at present 


the depot, which i 7 
’ y s yas tk i “te 
ins peoviensiy brea washed. All the on the market is so contaminated with filth that it is 


"inned ware is taken on trucks to the large cleaning hall, 


“hich is in the immediate neighbourhood of the receiv- | impossible, 
human food. Fresh 


‘ng toom adjoining the railway platform. It is a spac- 


‘ous, airy room, and at certain periods of the day presents market e 


even by pasteurisation, to render it fit for 
milk cannot be placed on the 
ntirely free from organisms, but the number of 
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these could be materially lessened by attention to per- 
personal hygiene on the part of the milker, careful 
grooming of the milch cows, and keeping dairy premises 
and utensils clean. Milk is an ideal pabulum for the 
growth of these organisms, and as its temperature on 
being nrawn from the cow is highly favourable for their 
rapid development, immediate cooling down to about 
40° or 45° F, is an absolute necessity. ge? house- 
holder ought to insist on being supplied with milk which, 
after standing for several hours, shows no appreciab!e 
sediment, and if he then desires pasteurisation or steri- 
lisation as a safeguard to health, the operation ought 
to be performed as part of the usual culinary routine of 
the household. 
The method of distributlon most favoured by. the 
Company—namely, measuring ont by tap from the 
sealed can on the wagon—is by many experts considered 
unsatisfactory, on the ground that the milk is thereby 
exposed to contamination from dust and other im- 
purities concomitant to street traffic. 
While the Company distributes certain special kinds 
of its produce in sealed bottles, its objeetion to the 
‘aeong adoption of this method is that the public would 
ave to pay higher prices owing to the greater cost in- 
volved in ensuring thorough cleaning. 
There can be no question, however, that it is a closer 
approximation to the ideal than the method advo- 
cated by the Company, and the fact that several other 
companies have adopted it exclusively is ample evidence 
of its having secured some measure of public favour. 
Even the Company itself, by its adoption of distribu- 
ting children’s milk and cream in sealed bottles, has 
tacitly acknowledged its superiority. There is no 
doubt, however, that the Copenhagen Milk Supply 
Company has effected a revolution in the milk trade in 
oveek by elevating the methods of production and 
distribution, and has also promoted the health of the 
citizens of Copenhagen by providing a reasonably pure 
and wholesome milk supply. 
. M. Trotter, Veterinary Surgeon. 
Moore Street Abattoir, Glasgow. 
Jan. 24, 1908. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


The coming International Congress on Tuberculosis 
at Washington, D. C., in September, 1908, will be an 
unique event in the New World. 

This Congress meets once in three years, it has never 
met in America, and after 1908, will not meet in this 
country for many years to come. 

The Congress will put the people of this country in 
the relation of host to the leaders of this movement in 
all parts of the world. It will be a real world’s congress. 
[t will carry on, for three weeks, pnblic discussions of 
the tuberculosis problem, led by the most eminent 
authorities on this subject, in this and other conutries. 
Official delegates will be present from nearly all civilised 
countries. There will be a course of special lectures to 
which all members of the Congress and the general 
public are invited. 

The Congress will be divided into seven sections, 
giving ample scope for participation of both scientific 
and lay members. 

There will be a great tuberculosis exposition, in which 
one can see what is going on, the world around, in the 
campaign against tuberculosis. 

There will be Clinics and Demonstrations throughout 
the whole period of three weeks, giving medical and lay 
delegates object lessons on the causes and prevention of 
tuberculosis. 


There will be very valuable publications, of which the 
transactions will be the most important. The trans. 
actions of last congress are —— in three volumes, 
The proceedings of this Congress will require four 
volumes. These are free toall memberc of the Congress, 
who have paid their sacemeeaggi fee ($5.00). 

The cost of the Congress will far exceed the reveni 


special committee of the National Association for the 
Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis, which will invest 
a large sum in the project. 

The American membership should number ten 
thonsand persons. 
Active members, who pay a fee of $5.00 ; and Associate 
Members, who pay a fee of $2.00, and have all the 
privileges of membership, except the right to vote and 
to receive the printed volumes. 

SECRETARY-GENERAL. 

714 Colorado Buildings, Washington, D.C. 


THE VETERINARY SURGEONS AMENDMENT 
BILL, 1907. 


To the Editor of the Darlington and Stockton Times 


Sir,—I see in your North Yorkshire Notes of last week 
references to the Veterinaries’ Bill, and to the action o/ 
farmers in opposing it. It is very natural and right that 
farmers should combine for ¢his object, as_ the supposed 
provisions of the Bill are most unjust and unnecessary. 
But it may be worth stating that the whole agitation 
has been based on a false report. There is no such Bill 
recorded in the Vote Office of either House of Parlia- 
ment, and no one here can find the slightest trace of the 
matter having been brought forward. 

I have been asked to forward copies of the bil! to my 
constituents—and this I am always delighted to do in 
the case of any Bill that exists, but in this case the Bill 
does not exist, and farmers therefore may rest in peace 
on the matter.—Yours truly, 

F. D. ACKLAND. 


House of Commons, March 24. 


To the Editor of the Lynn Advertiser. 


Dear Sir,—The farmers, dealers and allotment liolders 
generally will be surprised to know that the above drall 
Bill is now before the Privy Council, which Bill, if i! 
becomes law, is not only a most drastic one for its own 
profession, but will be most disastrous for all who are 
engaged in any agricultural occupation, since it not only 
aims at doing away wlth the well-known farrier, but 
also all those persons who prepare and sell cattle medi 
cines such as colic drinks, pig powders, poultry medi 
cines, and such similar medicines that are always kept 
by the farmer in case of emergency, and it will compel 
all farmers, dealers, ete., to buy direct from a_veterh 
nary surgeon, who, being thus placed, conld charge & 
tortionate prices. Nor is this all, for, if by inadverten 
or neglect a veterinary surgeon omits to pay his annie 

membership fee he is to be struck off the list of members. 
without any chance of being reinstated, as the Bill doe 
not contain a clause to that effect Thus, those sb 
have spent hundreds of pounds to qualify, suddenly find 

themselves cast adrift. A member of tne Veterinaty 

College who lives in the West End of London strovs!! 

objects to this, and Mr. Tipper, M.R.C.V.S., of Birmne 

ham, hasalready prepared and sent a petition t the 

Privy Council against this Bill. ” lic 

Now, what I want to impress is this—-that i! 4 ‘i : 

drink or a cleansing drink is wanted, instead of seD os 

to the nearest agricultural chemist they must go ' 


derived from fees. This cost will be provided for by « | 
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nearest veterinary surgeon, who, possibly, might be 
several miles away attending to some other case, and 
by the time the farmer has waited for him or f und 
another veterinary surgeon from whom to get the drink, 
the farmer most probably on his return home would tind 
either his horse or cow dead, or in such a state of col- 
lapse from inflammation that recovery is most improb- 
able. Another much-vexed point is that a farmer, nor 
his shepherd, nor yardman, or, in fact, any person, may 
not help a neighbour to perform any of the many daily 
operations which occur on a farm, viz., such cases as 
calving, foaling, cutting lambs’ tails, ete. All these 
under this Bill must be performed by the veterinary 
surgeon. 

Iam glad, however, to see that many of the farming 
and fanciers’ papers have taken the matter up, and it 
would be well if every farmer, dealer, etc., would copy 
the appended brief petition and forward it to the Privy 
Council, and thus strike one blow at this most iniqui- 
tous Bill. I have written to our trade journals, and 
have received several communications from chemists’ 
associations who are taking this matter up, as it not only 
affects us smaller men, but also those large tirms of 
manufacturers who for many years past have built up 
large businesses for the sale of their cattle medicines by 
spending vast sums of money on stands at agricultural 
shows, etc. I, myself should like to see a meeting 
held to protest against this Bill; it to be a represen- 
tative meeting of farmers, dealers, dug and poultry and 
such kindred fanciers, so that a combined petition could 
be sent to the Privy Council. 

Trusting that the various secretaries of our local shows 
may see their way to convene such a meeting at as early 
a date av possible.—I remain, yours faithfully, 

Wm. J. Patwer, Ph. C. 

92 Norfolk Street, 


Lynn. 
March 25th. 


A joint meeting of the Bedale Farmers’ Protection 
Association, and of the Wensleydale Long Wool Shee 
Breeders’ Association, was held at the Black Swan Hotel, 
Bedale, on Tuesday, March 24. 


THE VETERINARY BILL. 


Mr. King introduced the subject of the proposed 
ameudment of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881, 
which was to the effect that no one but a veterinary 
urgeon should perform any operation on any live stock. 
King read a communication from the National 
Sheep Breeders’ Association, which enclosed a resolu- 
tion protesting against the above proposal which would 
prevent simple operations being performed by herdsmen 
and shepherds, He proposed that the proposed amend- 
ment of the Veterinary Surgeon’s Act, so far as it pre- 
vents anyone other than a veterinary surgeon from per- 
orming any operation on live stock, should be opposed. 

t. Trotter seconded, and the proposition was unani- 
mously approved. 
th cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded 
€ proceedings. 


of Amecting of the members of the Cleveland Chamber 
Beck eae was held on Tuesday, March 24, at the 
all otel, Guisborough, Mr. R. Bell Turton, Kildale 
» presiding, 


THE VETERINARY SURGEONS’ AMENDMEN? BILL. 


a bee haat of the members was drawn to the 


ill. 
he Chairman observed that i 
v at it affected agriculturists 
penalty ote because one clause made them liable toa 
Surgery fo - if they performed any act in veterinary 
ings—y, - ee or reward. There were many little 
‘eful operations—-one farmer did for another 


without it being considered necessary to send for the 
veterinary, and he might get some quid pro quo for it, 
bnt if the Bill passed as it was he would be lable to a 

Mr. Young said the Bill was absurd, and he proposed ; 

“This Chamber is oppose! to the Veterinary Sur- 
geons’ Act (188]) Amendment Bill (1907), in so far as it 
would tend to prevent the simplest operations on domes- 
tic animals being performed for fee or reward by any- 
one but a duly registered veterinary surgeon.” 

Mr. Curry seconded, and the resolution was passed. 
—The Yorkshire Herald. 


At various agricultural meetings held in the North of 
England petitions have been unanimously adopted 
against the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, Amendment 
Bill in so far as it tends to prevent the simplest opera- 
tions on domestic animals being performed for fee or 
reward by any one but a duly registered veterinary sur 
geon. 

At Hexham, the Chairman (Mr. Jos. W. Wilkinson) 
said a great deal of legislation was being brought in 
which interfered very materially with the agricultural 
industry, and the latest piece of legislative impertinence 
was the Veterinary Surgeons Bill. Most farmers had 
“cut” lambs—he had “cut” many a thousand himself 

but if this Bill was passed they would not be allowed 
to “cut” their lambs themselves, nor would they be 
allowed to cut their lambs’ tails. [It was a most ridicu- 
lous measure. 

Mr. Andrew Wood, who seconded the motion, remark- 
ed that it was an undue interference with the liberty of 
the subject if a farmer was not to be allowed to do as he 
wished with his stock. A farmer would certainly not 
abuse his own stock.--Z.S./. 


At a meeting of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society, 

Mr. Macdonald said it was complained that under the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, Amendment Bill it was 
proposed to curtail the privileges of the holders of the 
veterinary certificates of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society. The Bill, he said, was promoted by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and the object of it was 
to increase the funds in the hands of the College. It 
was proposed to impose a fee of one guinea upon vetert- 
nary practitioners, and to provide that those who did 
not pay the fee in the month of January in each year 
would be expunged from the list of those who are enti 
tled to practice and receive fees as veterinary surgeons, 
The chief objection taken to the propos | was that it was 
of a retrospective character. The Pill was at present 
before the Privy Council. ; 

Dr. Douglas suggested that the society should watch 
the progress of the Bill, 

Dr. Gillespie said the Lill affected the interests of the 
farmer as wellas those of the veterinary surgeon. They 
ought to have a special committee to look after the 
matter. It was a mischievons Bill, a inost selfish Bill ; 
it was trades unionism in its very worst form. 

It was remitted to the Science Committee to oppose 
the Bill.— Scottish Farmer. 


At the annual meeting of the Settle and District 
Farmers’ Association, on Tuesday, 31st March, Mr. 
Walter Morrison, who presided, drew attention to the 
provisions of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act (1881) 
Amendment Bill, now before Parliament—a measure he 
declared to be based on trade unionism—and pointed 
out how in a district like that of Settle, where there was 
not work for more than two veterinary surgeons, It was 
perfectly ludicrous to expect a veterinary surgeon to 
cover the whole of the district operating npon lambs at 
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a time when he would, if the Bill became law, be 
reqnired on 50 or 100 farms at one time. The great evil 
of the Bill to the farmers would be that of inconvenience 
and expense. The idea was manifestly absurd, and he 
urged that a 4 or ee should be made to the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, to the Central 
Chamber of Agriculture, and to Mr. Clough, the 
member for the Skipton Division. 

The meeting, composed of practical farmers, endorsed 
Mr. Morrison’s sentiments, and a memorial in opposition 
S the measure was ordered to be forwarded.— Yorks. 

ost. 


Death of The Lawyer III.—What the Post- 
mortem Revealed. 


Conversation naturally turned upon the sensational 
death on Friday night, 27th ult., of the Grand National 
third, The Lawyer III., and it transpires the post- 
mortem revealed the fact that the ill-fated horse sus- 
tained a strained heart and a ruptured lung. indeed he 
ran his race with only one lung—-a most extraordinary 
feat having regard to the severe nature of the course.— 
Lloyds. 


Humane Slaughtering of Animals. 


The Local Government Board have issued a circular 
to councils of boroughs and of urban and rural districts 
in which they draw attention to the recommendations 
made by the Committee appointed by the Admiralty 
upon the humane slaughtering of animals. The Com- 
tuittee suggested the universal enforcement of the 
following regulations:—“(a) All animals, without 
exception, must be stunned, or otherwise rendered 
unconscious, before the blood is drawn; () animals 


| see into the slaughter-house, and the doors of the latty 


must be kept closed whilst slaughtering is going o 


(ec) the drainage of the slaughter-house be 

OW 
within sight or smell of animals awaiting slaughter, avi 
/no such refuse shall be deposited in proximity to th 
_ waiting pens ; (d) if more animals than one are bein; 
slaughtered in one slaughter-house at the same time, they 


| arranged that no blood or other refuse can 


/must not be within view of each other ; (e) none bi 
licensed men shal] be employed in or about slaughter 
houses.” The Board think that bye-laws requirin: 
animals te be stunned before slaughter may be mate 
both under the first paragraph of section 169 of th 
| Public Health Act, 1875, as regards slaughter-house 
| provided by a local authority, and under section 128 i 
the Towns Improvement Clauses Act, 1847. In con: 
nection with the recommendations (6), (c), and (d), th 
Committee observe :—“ The animals awaiting slaughter 


' should be spared as far as possible from any contact with F 


the sights orsmells of the slaughter-house itself.” When 
public slaughter-houses have been provided by a local 
authority, the authority could probably in most case 
give effect to the recommendations of the Committee 
just referred to. In the case of private slaughter 
Sean, there is more difficulty in providing for thes 
matters. But if the local authority are of opinion that 
a clause or clauses on the subjects dealt with in para- 
graphs (4), (c), and (d) can be enforced, the Board woul’ 
be willing to consider any proposal laid before then. 
With respect to the recomnrendation (e), the Board state 
that there is no power in the general law enabling a local 
authority to license slaughterers, but local authorities 
may be able to some extent to secure employment 0! 
properly qualified slaughterers. The Board would 
recommend the council to obtain a copy of the report 0! 


awaiting slaughter must be so placed that they cannot 


the Committee if they have not already done so. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 


1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh ; 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (inclading Cases Swine Feve: 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 7 
| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-] | Slang: 
breaks! mals. [breaks mals. jbreake| mals. Dogs. | Other breaks; breaks. | tered 
Gr BRITAIN. Week ended Mar.28} 32 12) 17 34 261 
1907 22 26 40 = 
k in {4 1906 17 30 25, 58 
Co responding week in | 36 30 16 al 
Total for 18 weeks, 1918 319. 488} | 711 | 571] 398 «1906 
2470 
«| 255 827 242 552 | B45 475 om 
i iod i 258 873 286 86540 244 235 
1905: | 278 289 568 | 547 | 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 31, 1908. 
oc 92 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar 21 1 4 ee oe ll <4 
Corresponding Week in 1906 .. ee 
1905 ee ee ee 1 6 4 
35 855 
‘Total for 12 weeks, 1908 oe 3 6 217 
i 4 i i 9 ee oe . of, 
Tepartment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterina~y Branch), Dublin, March . 


N.1s.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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Personal. 
Woo._prRIDGE— Price.—On Saturday, March 28th, 


Pvery quietly, at Christ Church, N. Brixton, by the Rev. 


W. R. Mowll, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Royal Veterinary 
College, London, formerly of Dublin and of Cirencester, 
youngest son of L. Wooldridge, Esq., of Blythebridge, 


Stoke-on-Trent, to Elsie Maud, younger daughter of 


T. Salusbury Price, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., of Essex Lodge, 
Brixton, S.W. 


Rosertson.—At Leo House, Stalham, on April 2nd 
the wife of James Robertson, M.R.C.V.S., of a daughter. 


A serious accident occurred to Mr. E. W. Nickson, 
veterinary surgeon, and a candidate for the Urban 
Council, at a big mill fire in Freckleton Street, Kirk- 
ham. He was assisting a band of helpers, and when 
pais along Marsden Street was struck on the head 

y a falling Seam and rendered unconscious. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


The following officers arrived from India in Transport 
“Plassy,” March 27th, on completion of a tour of 
foreign service:—Major W. R. Walker, Lieuts. J. R. 
Steevenson, H. E. Gibbs. 

The following officers arrived from South Africa in 
Transport “Braemar Castle,” March 30th :—Lients. E. 8. 
Uliver, E. J. Wadley. 

Lieut. W. W.R. Neale who was on leave from South 
Africa, has been brought on the Home Establishment 
and posted to Aldershot for duty. 


OBITUARY. 


Cartes Dayus, M.R.C.V.S., Dorrington, Salop. 
Graduated, Lond: May, 1857. 


Sie THE PROPOSED VETERINARY ACT. 

ti Mr. Hunting does not appear to see that the re-affirma- 
pag = illogicality does not necessarily render it logical. 
“2 eb. 24th Mr. Hunting declared ‘‘ Our first move should 
sh to clear up all doubt as to the wishes of the majority,” 
March's that he did not know what those wishes were. On 
it i 28th he declared “I believe a majority is in favour of 
wah .¢., the proposed Act.) If he does not know what the 
is in fi of the majority are how can he “believe a majority 
acknow it”? His so-called belief is founded on 

Bat M, ged ignorance, and is therefore worthless. 
a good ong aunting still professes to “believe the Bill is 
four a Judging by the proposals of its sponsors, 
is good ast might be expected to “believe the Bill 
es examiners, who are promised more pay. 
PP bei, embers of Council, who are invited to pay them- 
™ = of the fund to be raised. 
culties teaching schools which are in financial difti- 
4. Th — hope to beuefit by grants or otherwise. 
feast. €Jawyers, to whom the Bill would mean a perpetual 


anette profession itself will derive any benefit from a 
of his MW as a first condition to rob every member 
in order hats free right to earn his daily bread by practice 
im in may sell that right back again to 

Stalment i fully 

but firmly decline to a non a guinea a year, I respectfully 


It is Mr. Hunting the examiner, Mr. Hunting the London 
County Council official, who “thinks the Billa good one; ’’ 
not Mr. Hunting the practitioner. When one holds an 
official position and has ceased general practice one’s views 
doubtless change. 

I need scarcely reiterate that I asked the profession its 
opinion of the Bill; the Council has never done so. It 
helps to confuse the issues to suggest that it has, but it is not 
quite ‘‘ playing the game."’ At the present moment between 
1100 and 1200 members of the profession have voted against 
the Bill, and about one-tenth of that number for it. The 
question therefore is, not ‘‘do you approve of an annual 
registration fee?'’ but *‘do you approve of this Bill?’ 
And the answer is ‘‘ Nine-tenths of us do not approve it.”’ 
Mr. Hunting appeals to a ‘common-sense interpretation "’ 
of Sec. 3, Sub-sect. 3 as affording “complete protection to 
any dilatory member."’ He gives no reasons. I have 
shown (V.2?., March 21) not only that it does not, but that 
it cannot afford protection, and I have also shown by refer- 
ence to the Act of 188] what the protection clause should 
have been. 

But while Mr. Hunting appeals to a ‘‘ common-sense 
interpretation ’’ of the law to further his own purposes, he 
will scarcely go so far as to suggest that common-sense 
begins and ends with himself, or that, apart from him, ‘‘ the 
tralned experts on the other side’’ are the only persons who 
car understand legal matters. 

During those stormy months when Mr. Hunting was 
President of the R.C.V.S. he not infrequently disagreed 
with the Solicitor, and he excluded him from many meet- 
ings on the ground that Members of Council should be capa- 
ble of interpreting for themselves the law they had to 
administer. 

I fully accept that principle and am perfectly capable of 
bringing common-sense to bear on the law I have to apply. 
It is still my deliberate opinion that this Bill, which strikes 
at the very means of livelihood of members of the profession 
is a “ disgrace to its sponsors,’’ while the fact that the only 
important new protective power it asks from Parliament 
has repeatedly and uniformly been refused to the medical 
and dental professions, sufficiently justifies my description of 
it as a ‘‘ laughing-stock.’’ It is quite possible that those on 
the other side have opinions that “common civility would 
prevent them uttering.’’ I can go further and say that 
some of them have not been constrained by common civility 
from uttering them. But such opinions do not greatly 
trouble me, otherwise I should never have dared to raise this 
question. 

Mr. Hunting’s election challenge has gone out with the 
disconcerting finality of a damp squib. He does not like 
my conditions, and I don’t suppose the supporters of the 
Bill do so either. It is honest—but very awkward—to 
come forward at an election and declare that you support a 
Bill which 1,1000r more of the profession have condemned. 
And desperately as Mr. Hunting is anxious that I should 
resign, he has probably rot found any burning anxiety on the 
part of intending candidates to offer themselves to the 
electorate on these terms. At any rate he refuses my offer 
and that closes the matter, 1 shall know how to deal with 
the question through other channels. - 

Whoever stands to gain, the Members of the R.C.V.S. 
stand to lose by this Bill. All the penal clauses are aimed 
at them, the registered practitioner is exempted from pro- 
secution and the fine of £20 to which Meinbers are liable, 
and is left far stronger than ever; while the only new power 
the Bill seeks against the quack (except the “Company 
clause, which is unimportant) is absolutely certain to be 
refused by Parliament. 

As against quacks: 
the proposed Bill only differs from t 
we at present practise) in containing the additional words or 
who acts for fee or reward asa veterinary surgeon and that 
these words will inevitably be struck out of the Bill? 

Aud when that bait disappears the only solid fact left is 
that the profession has to pay £3,000 a year. sy 
the promoters pretend to know exactly how that sum w ill be 


Does the profession recognise that 
he Actof 1881 (under which 


spent or what the profession will get for its £3,000, or how 
the Council is going to bring about the anticipated mille- 
nium. But—if we can believe these gentlemen—the exam- 


Mr. Dayus died on the 26th March, aged 70. | 
ver | 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
ed 
3 
8 
| 


728 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April 4, 


iners, Members of Council and other supporters need be 
under no apprehension and may confidently look forward to 
handsome acknowledgment of services rendered—at the 
expense of the profession.—Your obedient servant, 
Jno. A. W. Dottar, 
56 New Bond Street, London, W. 
March 31st. 


Sir, 
Following on the letter of ‘‘ Country Practitioner I 
wish to voice the opinion of at least half a dozen members 
of the profession who a few weeks ago were in favour of 
Mr. Dollar’s views, owing, I may say, to the ‘misleading 
circular of that gentleman, but who now put full trust in 
the Council, and regard the Bill in its present form as a 
sound one and one that is bound to benefit the individual 
and the multitude.—Yours truly, 

M.R.C.V.S. 


THE CENTRAL V.M.s. AND TUBERCULOSIS. 
Sir, 

The discussion on the resolutions which stand in my 
name will have taken place before the next issue of The 
Record. I may be permitted, therefore, to refer to your 
editorial of the 28th March. Your kindly criticism induces 
me to explain my reasons for putting forward these resolu- 
tions in their present form, 

To take your remarks seriatim. You doubt the feasibility 
of placing tuberculin entirely under state control. Free 
testing would, I fancy, go a long way to discourage the 
smuggling of tuberculin, while it is significant that the last 
Royal Commission advocated the preparation of tuberculin 
by the Board of Agriculture. Need we hesitate, therefore, 
to recommend that which is ‘ theoretically admirable.’’ 

I grant that free testing and all that it involves depends 
on the intelligence and education of the English farmer ; the 
fact that the successful application of any scheme depends 
on his willing co-operation has ever been uppermost in my 
mind. 

On the other hand, I have yet to learn that the British 
farmer is lacking in intelligence; the State is partly to 
blame for the fact that he is not yet sufficiently alive to 
the necessity for measures calculated to gradually stamp 
out the disease. That he is both able and willing to share 
the loss with the State when his animals are slaughtered 
pro bono publico, few will deny. 

Most countries assist voluntary efforts. Sooner or later 
our Government must follow suit in various ways, e.g., 
free testing with or without monetary grants, the distribu- 
tion of literature broadcast, County Council lectures, and 
the publication of foreign experiences an1 statistics. 

The Board of Agriculture has done much good work: a 
great field awaits it in this direction. 

It is reasonable to suppose that a little assistance and 
encouragement would soon complete the education of the 
stock-owner. 

Anent the D.C.M. Order, the clauses in the third resolu- 
tion are put forward as amendments for the reason that the 
Local Government Board Milk Bill seeks to amend this 
Order. 

A good deal ef spade work remains to be done before 
tuberculosis is scheduled as a contagious disease, much as 
we may desire the latter. 

I take it that Mr. Villar’s Norwich resolution meets with 
hearty and general approval as the best and simplest plan of 
dealing with the disease; but alas! the time is not yet, and 
scheduling is absolutely unattainable in the near future. 

Should it not be our aim, therefore, to concentrate our 
efforts on improving the new Milk Bill? This Bill will 
shortly become law no matter what we may say or do. 

Is it politic to sit still and reiterate the cry ‘‘ schedule,’’ 
‘*schedule,’’ ‘‘ schedule,’’ while we allow the medical 
advisers of the Board to have it all their own way? Half a 
loaf is surely better than none, and much may yet be 
accomplished if no time is lost. 

It is to be hoped that our efforts will result in yet another 
deputation waiting on Mr. John Burns, this time repre- 
senting the veterinary profession. 


THE PROFESSION AND QUACKERY. 
Sir, 

As our Council has embarked upon an effort—probably , 
hopeless one—to obtain drastic legislation against unquali- 
fied practitioners, it may be well to direct some attention tp 
one ofthe chief sources from which these men come, | 
can scarcely be denied that a great many of them have been 
manufactured by veterinary surgeons. 

I do not think that we, as a profession, are quite consis. 
tent regarding unqualified men. Many of us habitual 
employ them to serve our own ends—to suit our conven. 
ience and our pockets—and, so long as they remain with us 
as unqualified assistants, we support them in every way. 
We teach them a good deal, we entrust them often with 
every branch of veterinary work for which a professional 
certificate is not necessary, we encourage them to believe 
themselves capable of treating all cases, and we represent 
them as being so capable to our clients. We do this so long 
as they will work for us at a lower salary than a qualified 
assistant would require. Butsuppose one of them loses his 
situation and commences practice for himself—perhaps the 
only course open to him. Or suppose another remembers 
that he has ends of his own to serve, and thinks he could 
serve them better by practising independently than by work- 
ing night and day for the barest living. In either case the 
man at once becomes “a quack, a parasite, and a danger to 
the public—an ignorant bungler to whom no sane and 
humane person would entrust a sick animal.’’ And the 
men who are foremost in branding him with all these choice 
epithets are the members of the veterinary profession which 
has made him—many of whom would employ him as assist- 
ant if he would consent to be employed, and then describe 
him to their clients as ‘“‘a good practical man, far more 
reliable than most qualified assistants.’’ This hardly seems 
reasonable. 
It seems to me that, if wereally desire to limit quackery, 
which will probably never be suppressed altogether, we 
should commence by setting our own house in order, and 
making some attempt to check the manufacture of quacks 
by members of o1r own profession. A bye-law passed by 
the Council could stop the practice, but I suppose the 
Council would first require some evidence of the general 
opinion of the profession on the point. 

I am afraid that opinion, if it could be got at, would not 
be very creditable to the profession. 
We who are established in practices of our own object 
strongly to the quack competing with us—‘‘ taking the bread 
from our mouths "’ etc. 
But if he will work jor us at starvation wages, we forget 
that he is taking the bread from the mouth of the qualified 
assistant.—Yours truly, 

M.R.C.V.8. 


Sir, 

Enclosed is a cutting from The People issued March 22nd. 

It may be of interest to the profession.—Your faithfully, 
J. A. Fearnsipe, M.R.C.V.S. 

March 29. 


VET. SURGEON 
WILL correspond privately concerning 
GRAND NATIONAL 
Wonderful candidate. Absolutely first-class 
Stable astounded. Confidential. Only those that can tre! 
same with strictest confidence corresponded with 
Post 2s. Gd. and Stamped Addressed Envelope © 
Mr. FRANCIS BEVERIDGE, 
266, BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
All posting early will receive a ‘‘ good thing” 
Wednesday included. 
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ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers RecetvEp.—Messrs. 
T. Fletcher, J. A. Fearnsiae. 


Smith, W.H. Ringland, 

W.Crawferd, J.A W. Dollar, Sydney Mager, A. W1!s0" 

SirdJ. M’Fadyean. M.R.C.V.S. 
Darlington 


The Folkestone Express, The Lynn Advertiser, 


AINsworRTH WILSON. 


and Stockton Times, The Yorkshire Post. 
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